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Companion Animal Times: Paws for News
Annoucements:

Holiday Hours
We will be open on Monday,
December 24th from 8am- 12 pm.
We will be closed on Tuesday,
December 25th for Christmas and
Tuesday, January 1st, for New
Year's Day. We will have normal
business hours every other day
during the holiday season,
including all day on New Year's
Eve. South Metro Animal
Emergency Care in Apple Valley
will be open throughout the
holidays. Their number is 952-
953-3737.
They are located at 14690
Pennock Ave in Apple Valley.

A Safety Song From the
Pets
(sung to the tune of "Jingle Bells")
 By:  Dr. Wheeler

Dashing through the house
We are pets out on the loose.
We will find your chocolate treats
And snarf your Christmas goose.
 
The tinsel and the string
Will make us retch and heave.
The bile stains by the manger
scene
Will not help you believe.
 
So...
 
Hide the ribbon. Hide the fudge.
Hide it really high.
Or we'll be so sick that it will
Make you want to cry.
 
Stash the gifts. Close the doors.
We run here and there.
You know we'll eat anything
From socks to underwear.
 
One day you let us out,
But left D-Con in the shed.
In two days we wouldn't even walk
Our gums were bleeding red.
 
So keep us safe from harm.
You know we love you so.
We try our best but, oh, it's true
To eat is all we know.
 
SO...
 
Shut the door. Latch the hook.
Put things on the shelf.
We don't think. We only eat,
So save us from ourselves.
 
Hold us close. Love us lots.
That's what we enjoy.
And keep us safe so Christmas
Is a time of peace and joy.

Meet the Staff:

  
Name: Elissia 
 
Certified Veterinary Technician
Elissia started at Companion in
2005 as a kennel assistant while
attending Argosy University in the
Veterinary Technician program.
After doing her internship here at
Companion, she was then hired on
as a full time CVT.
 
Education: Argosy University-
Certified Veterinary Technician. 
 
Pets: 9 year old Siamese tabby
mix named Coco.  
 
Interests: Hanging out with family
and friends, spending time at the
cabin, and playing softball on two
different teams in the summer.

New on our Website 

You can now send prescription
refill  requests online.  The refill
form is located in the "Contact Us"
tab on our website. 

Winter Holiday Hazards for Pets
 

 The holiday season is
upon us, but hidden
amongst the gifts and
goodies are many risks
for our furry friends. Here
are some tips for keeping
our pets safe.
  

Holiday Food Items Pets Should Avoid:

Alcoholic beverages
Chocolate
Coffee (grounds, beans, chocolate covered espresso
beans)
Moldy or spoiled foods
Onions and onion powder
Fatty foods and gravy
Salt
Yeast dough
Bones (Small turkey and ham bones can lodge in the
throat, stomach and digestive tract and may require
surgery to remove.)

Plants to Keep Your Pets Away From:

Lilies (found in many holiday arrangements) can be
deadly to your cat. Many types of lily, including Tiger,
Asian, Japanese Show, Easter, Stargazer, and the Casa
Blanca can cause kidney failure in cats.
Poinsettias if ingested can be irritating to the mouth and
stomach, and may also cause vomiting or nausea.
Mistletoe has the potential to cause cardiovascular
problems, but more commonly leads to gastrointestinal
upset.
Holly ingestion can cause vomiting, nausea, diarrhea,
and lethargy.  

Christmas Tree Hazards:

Christmas tree water may contain fertilizers which, if
ingested, can cause stomach upset. Stagnant tree water
can also be a breeding ground for bacteria, which can
lead to vomiting, nausea, and diarrhea.
Holiday lights and electric cords can electrocute your
pet. Cover up or hide electric cords from your pets to
prevent biting or chewing. Check cords for signs of bite
marks, loose or frayed wires, proximity to the tree's water
supply or evidence of short circuits.
Ribbons and tinsel can get caught up in the intestines
and cause irritation or obstruction, often requiring major
abdominal surgery to resolve.
Glass ornaments can cut the tissues of the
gastrointestinal tract if ingested.
Potpourri's are popular household fragrances commonly
used during the holiday season. The plant material and
some additives are very irritating to the skin, mouth and
intestinal tract. In addition, exposure to the liquid
potpourri can result in severe oral, dermal, and ocular
damage.  

 
Other Winter Hazards:

Antifreeze attracts pets because it has a pleasant taste.
Unfortunately, very small amounts can be lethal. As little
as one teaspoon of antifreeze can be deadly to a cat;
less than four teaspoons can be dangerous to a 10-
pound dog. Thoroughly clean up any spills, store
antifreeze in tightly closed containers and place in
secured cabinets. Other automotive products such as
gasoline and oil should be stored in areas that are
inaccessible to your pets.
Ice melting products can be irritating to the skin and
mouth. Depending on the actual ingredient of the ice
melt and the quantity, signs of ingestion can include
excessive drooling, depression, and vomiting.
Rat and mouse killers are used more commonly during
the colder weather. When using rat and mouse bait,
place the products in areas that are inaccessible to your
pets.  

 
Your pet may ingest something poisonous despite your best
efforts to prevent it. Keep telephone numbers for your primary
veterinarian, a local emergency veterinary service, and the Pet
Poison Helpline in a convenient location. The Pet Poison
Helpline number is 800-213-6680 (available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.) Their website is
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/. There is a $39.00
consultation charge for each phone call.
 
 
 

Save
$30

National Pet Dental Month is
February
Dental disease not only causes bad breath, it may
lead to more serious health problems. We strongly
recommend all  pets over three years have an
annual dental cleaning. During February we are
offering $30 off your pet's professional dental
cleaning. Print This Coupon. Please call to schedule
an appointment. To learn more about dentistry, visit
our website at: companionanimaleagan.com
 

Offer Valid: February, 2013

Look Who Visited Us Recently:

 "Beaumont"
 

I am the newest addition to my
family and was adopted from the
Golden Valley Humane Society. I
was just in for a neuter and
vaccines at the clinic. I love to
play with all sorts of toys and
hang out with my 2 older cat
siblings!
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