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Companion Animal Times: Paws for News
Announcements:

Computers in
Exam Rooms

We have recently installed
computers in all of the
exam rooms. The doctors
and technicians will have
your pet's records right at
our fingertips with quicker
answers to your questions.
Our computers also flag us
if your pet has any medical
alerts, such as vaccine
reactions or allergies to
medications.
 

Win a Kindle
Fire

When you purchase a 6
pack of Frontline or a 12
pack of Heartgard, you get
your name put on one
ticket and entered into a
drawing to win a FREE
Kindle Fire. If you
purchase BOTH a 6 pack
of frontline and a 12 pack
of Heartgard at the same
time, your name will be
entered THREE times!
 

Companion Animal Hospital
is now on Facebook. Read
about what's new at
Companion and find current
coupons for discounts on
products and services. Link
to our page by clicking on the
icon above.

Meet the Staff:

 
Name: Dr. Kelly Miller
 Veterinarian 
Dr. Miller celebrates her 10th
anniversary with Companion
Animal Hospital  this year.
She and Dr. Karen Wheeler
started out in middle school
together with the shared love
of horses and the dream of
one day becoming a
veterinarian. We are fortunate
to have them here fulfilling
their dream and look forward
to the years to come.
 
Education:  1990 Graduate of
the University of Minnesota
College of Veterinary
Medicine 
 
Pets:  Frankie, German
Shepherd (10 yrs old) 
Kipper, smooth-coated Fox
Terrier (14 yrs old)  Riley,
Yorkshire Terrier (6 yrs old)
 
Interests:  Enjoys spending
time with her family, is active
in Church activities, and is
very crafty!  (sewing, knitting,
needlework, etc).

New on our Website

You can now send
prescription refill  requests
online. The refill  form is
located in the "Contact Us"
tab on our website.

 

 
Buy 6 get 2 FREE

Offer expires Dec. 31st, 2012

Summer Storms and Heat
 
Pooch in a Panic over Storms and Fireworks?
Thunderstorm phobia is a big problem this time of year and
many dogs suffer severe anxiety and even panic attacks during
storms. Multiple stimuli including the noise of thunder, flashes of
lightning and changes in barometric pressure that precedes the
storm, can all bring on a fearful response. In the past, vets have
often prescribed sedatives such as Ace Promazine, but this
medication does nothing to relieve anxiety for the pet. We now
know that the drugs of choice are benzodiazepines such as
Alprazolam and Diazepam. These meds have anti-anxiety and
anti-panic effects without profound sedation. The key to
treatment of noise phobias and panic is to give the
medication early and often. The half-life of diazepam in dogs is
about 5 hours. If you are expecting storms, it is best to get the
first dose in the dog two hours beforehand and then repeat as
needed every 4-6 hours. This can be continued over a period of
days during severe prolonged storms. If you adequately treat
the storm phobia the dog will slowly learn they don't have to be
so frightened. Alprazolam can stop a panic attack, so if you find
your pet in severe distress, giving a dose can relieve them in
15-30 minutes. Please call our office to discuss your pet and we
will be happy to help them through scary storms. 
Sometimes storm anxiety can be relieved without medication.
We are currently carrying Thundershirts which you can purchase
at our office. These shirts are worn snuggly and apply constant,
gentle pressure over the torso which has a calming effect and
relieves stress. This technique has been used for years with
humans and animals. There is a satisfaction guarantee, so if it
doesn't provide relief for your pet, you can return it for a refund.

Battling the Heat
Be sure pets have access to water and shade when out on
warm days. If a heat advisory is announced, keep pets inside in
air conditioning. Dogs and cats have limited ability to sweat and
can overheat quickly.
Never, ever leave pets in an enclosed vehicle; cars can heat up
to over 100 degrees in one minute. If you see an animal left
alone in a vehicle, call animal control or police immediately.
Watch for warning signs of heatstroke: excessive panting and
drooling, bright red gums, balance problems, lethargy and
labored breathing. If a pet is suffering from heatstroke, wet them
in a pool or with a hose and immediately call your veterinarian.
Schedule walks and play in the morning and evening while it's
still cool. Watch for hot pavement, which can burn paws.

Look Who Visited Us Recently:
 

                  "Achae"
 
Achae entered a photo contest from her
adoption agency, Small Dog Rescue of
Minnesota which she won (thank you to
foster mommy and daddy, Carrie and Eric
and thank you to all  her fans for voting for
her - she loves you all  and gives you a high
paw). Her picture is featured in a book along
with the other winners, and she was part of a
"Pawrty" to celebrate this achievement last

weekend. She had a blast - she made some new friends who are just like
her...sweet and loving, in need of a little bit more loving. She got to ride in
the car (which she loves) - with the windows down, of course, she got
doggie treats at the local drive thru, and even a massage when she got
home! Talk about one spoiled diva! A special thank you to Allison, her
groomer, for making her look gorgeous, and to everyone at Companion
Animal Hospital, especially Dr. Allerhand, for expressing such kindness,
patience, and love for her - she loves you guys!!

Save
$5

4dx Blood Test
This rapid test checks not only for
heartworm disease, but also for three tick-
borne diseases found in our area (Lyme,
Anaplasmosis and Ehrlichiosis).Print this
coupon. Call to schedule an appointment
and learn more about the 4DX test.

Offer Valid through Aug. 31th, 2012
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