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Itching for Spring:
 By:  Dr. Megan

We all have spring fever and
anxiously await those first
blooms. But, with the arrival of
spring flowers comes allergy
season. Like people, dogs
suffer from pollen allergies
during the spring, summer and
fall.   Instead of itchy eyes and
stuffy noses, they scratch their
sides, rub there faces and chew
their feet raw.  These dogs
suffer from what is known as
atopic dermatitis (allergy to
inhaled pollen or mold) and
itching is the primary symptom.
However, they need not stay up
all night scratching. 

Just like ourselves, dogs can
be treated to relieve their
allergy symptoms. Oral
antihistamines, Omega 3 fatty
acid supplements and frequent
baths often times are enough to
relieve their itch. Dogs that
don't get relief may require
cortisone type medication either
topically or orally.  Allergic
dermatitis and the constant
scratching increases risk for
developing secondary bacterial
skin infections (pustular rash),
ear infections or hot spots
(large weeping sores on the
skin). 

So, if your dog starts persistent
foot licking or scratching this
spring call for an appointment
and let us help to relieve their
itch.  Breeds at risk for inherited
allergies include Golden
Retrievers and Westies
although any breed can suffer
from allergic dermatitis. Have a
happy spring!
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Argosy University in 2008 and
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2009.

Pets: Joelle has a Siberian Husky
“Sanka” (pictured) and a Beagle
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Save
$5

4DX BloodTest
 
This rapid test checks not only for heartworm
disease, but also for three tick-borne diseases
found in our area (Lyme, Anaplasmosis and
Ehrlichiosis).  Click HERE to print this coupon.
Call to schedule an appointment and learn more
about the 4DX test.

Offer Valid: June 30, 2011

The Trouble with Ticks
By: Dr Wheeler 

Since many dogs with exposure
to tick diseases may not initially
show clinical signs, we now
recommend the 4DX test as a
yearly screen. This rapid test
checks not only for heartworm
disease, but also for three tick-
borne diseases found in our area
(Lyme, Anaplasmosis and
Ehrlichiosis).  If the test shows a
positive exposure to any of these
four diseases, the doctor will
discuss with you any additional
tests or treatments that are
recommended to provide early

intervention so your dog can remain active and healthy.  We
recommend the 4DX test over just the heartworm test because,
in 2010, we had over eighty dogs testing positive for exposure
to tick diseases! This was far more than tested positive to
heartworm disease, which is transmitted by mosquitoes. 

This spring will bring a resurgence of tick-borne illnesses. This is
because, in the last several years, ticks carrying diseases
(especially Lyme disease) have spread across Minnesota and
are now a definite threat to your pet - even if your dog never
leaves the Twin Cities. Your dog is at risk for diseases carried
by ticks if you take them to dog parks, to hike in Lebanon Hills,
or even to watch the neighborhood ball game. In fact, the risk
has increased to such an extent that the Lyme vaccine is now
recommended as a routine vaccination for all dogs in this area.
The first time the Lyme vaccine is given, it will need to be
boostered  3-4 weeks later. After that, it is administered on an
annual basis. 

As always, we recommend applying Frontline Plus starting mid
March as the first line of defense against ticks.  Frontline Plus
kills both ticks and fleas, thereby preventing transmission of
disease. There is no vaccine available to protect against any
other tick disease besides Lyme disease. If your dog goes along
with you to the cabin, hunts, or is in any way exposed to high
numbers of ticks, ask us about providing additional protection
with the Preventic Collar. Learn more about tick disease and
prevention at DogsAndTicks.com.

Look Who Visited Us Recently:

“Apollo”

While my mom is at work, I get to
come to daycare.  I'm a happy
puppy with lots of energy who
loves spending the day running
around the big fenced in yard
with my friends.

Buy 6 get one free at Companion Animal Hospital
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